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lately shun their acquaintance; that he is apt to imbibe,
from his books, odd notions of liberty and independency,
and even, sometimes, of morality and virtue, utterly incon-
sistent with- the desirable character of a pretty gentleman ;
though writing frequently stains the whitest finger, and
reading has a natural tendency to cloud the aspect, and
depress that airy and thoughtless vivacity, which is the
distinguishing characteristick of a modern warriour; yet,
on this single occasion, I cannot but heartily wish, that,
by a strict search, there may be discovered, in the army,
fifteen men who can write and read.

I know that the knowledge of the alphabet is so disre-
putable among these gentlemen, that those who have, by
ill fortune, formerly been taught it, have partly forgot it
by disuse, and partly concealed it from the world, to avoid
the railleries and insults to which their education might
make them liable: I propose, therefore, that all the offi-
cers of the army may be examined upon oath, one by one,
and that if fifteen cannot be selected, who are, at present,
so qualified, the deficiency may be supplied out of those
who, having once learned to read, may, perhaps, with the
assistance of a master, in a short time, refresh their me-
mories.

It may be thought, at the first sight of this proposal,
that it might not be improper to assign, to every commen-
tator, a reader and secretary; but, it may be easily con-
ceived, that not only the publick might murmur at such an
addition of expense, but that, by the unfaithfulness or neg-
ligence of their servants, the discoveries of the society
may be carried to foreign courts, and made use of to the
disadvantage of our own country.

For the residence of this society, I cannot think any
place more proper than Greenwich hospital, in which they
may have thirty apartments fitted up for them, that they
may make their observations 'in private, and meet, once a
day, in the painted hall to compare them.

If the establishment of this society be thought a matter